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The Census Bureau measures 
more than people

ÅMost people know that the 
U.S. Census Bureau measures 
the population every 10 years.

Å.ǳǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ we also measure 
the economy.

- In fact, the Census Bureau conducts more than 70 
economic surveys each year.

ÅThis includes the Economic 
Census which measures all 
U.S. businesses every 5 years.
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The Economic Census

ÅThe official measure of U.S. business and the economy

ÅConducted every five years ςŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ έнέ ŀƴŘ άтέ

ÅThe 2022 Economic Census is now underway. 

- Companies report their 2022 year-end numbers.

ÅResponse due date was March 15, 2023 ςcompanies who 
have not yet responded can file for an extension.

ÅResponses are strictly confidential. Company data is used for 
statistical purposes only. 

- The Census Bureau is required by law to keep information 
provided private and secure.

ÅResponse is required by law.
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ÅOnly businesses with 
employees, and

ÅOnly a sample of smaller 
businesses are required 
to respond.

Note: Most companies 
do not receive the 
Economic Census There are more than 

~ 30 million businesses 
in the United States

~ 8 million are 
employer business 

establishments

~ 4 million 
receive the 
Economic 
Census
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Economic Census Mailout
ÅOfficial letters were mailed out January 31.

- Letters included unique authentication codes for companies to 
access survey online.

ÅRespondents are instructed to set up an online account on 
secure website to complete survey.

- Similar to other online accounts with email username, 
password, security questions

- Response URL is portal.census.gov

- Businesses can log in to request a time extension. 

ÅHelp is available online and via telephone.

ÅDue date March 15. Nonresponse follow-up is underway.the
Economic Census are free and available to guide business 
decisions and policy-making
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Information Required
The Economic Census asks for the following information for 
each business location:

ÅEmployer Identification Number

ÅPhysical location

ÅPrimary business activity

ÅSales, receipts, or revenue

ÅEmployment and payroll

ÅIndustry-specific questions 

- Different versions of the Census for each industry
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About the Data Provided
ÅThe Economic Census provides the most comprehensive data available. 

It is the only official source of statistics down to the local level. 

- First data release is planned for early 2024.

ÅResponses from each company are aggregated to create official 
statistics for all U.S. industries and geographies.

- Information from individual businesses can never shared ς
Census is required by law to protect confidentiality.

ÅThe Economic Census also sets the statistical benchmark for all other 
economic surveys ςmaking analysis for annual, quarterly and monthly 
surveys possible.

ÅResults from all Census economic surveys are free and available online 
for companies to use for business planning.
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Resources for Respondents at Census.gov/econ
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Census.gov/econ

http://census.gov/econ

